GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
homes were in Scandinavia. But they had early crossed
over the Baltic Sea and had established themselves
along the lower reaches of the Oder and the Vistula.
They were, however, the most migrant of all the
Germanic races. They persistently pushed their way
up the valleys of the two rivers, passed thence, on
the one hand, over the Carpathian mountains into
the plains of modern Hungary until they reached
the Danube; and on the other hand, entered the
valleys of the Pruth and the Dniester, and debouched
upon the shores of the Black Sea. Here was, indeed,
a new menace to the security of the Roman Empire.
The Goths first came into conflict with the imperial
troops 4>out A.D. 235. Three years later they broke
through the defences of the Lower Danube and
raided Moesia (modem Bulgaria). From that date
attacks were almost annual events. The province of
Dacia (modern Rumania), which Trajan had colon-
ised about A.D, 101, was so incessantly assailed for
many years that about A.D. 270 the Romans entirely
abandoned it, and the Goths took possession. The
Gothic menace became still more formidable when the
marauders took to the sea, forced their way through
the Bosphorus, sacked Byzantium (the nucleus of die
later Constantinople), passed into the Mediterranean,
and ravaged the coasts of Greece and Asia Minor. It
was high time for Diocletian and Constantine to con-
centrate their attention upon the task of countering
this new and unexpected German aggression.
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